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The professor and psychoanalyst Célio Garcia
graduated in Classical Letters from the Catholic
Faculty of Philosophy of Ceará in 1953. He sub-
sequently obtained the Licence ès Lettres – Men-
tion Psychologie (Emphasis on Psychology) from
the Université de Paris (Panthéon-Sorbonne) in
1957, the Diplôme d’Études – Psychologie
Sociale and the Diplôme d’Études – Psychologie
Pathologique from the Institut de Psychologie,
Université de Paris, in 1959, and the degree of
Doctor of Psychology from the Faculty of Philos-
ophy of the Universidade Federal deMinas Gerais
(Federal University of Minas Gerais – UFMG), in
1965. During his stay in France, between 1953
and 1959, he enjoyed close relations with the
founders of the Association pour la Recherche et
l’Intervention Psychossociologiques (ARIP)

(Research Association for Psychosocial Interven-
tions). At this time, he participated in the wide-
spread movement that sought the development of
psychology, social psychology, and psychoanaly-
sis in France, and the professionalization in these
areas through the offering of services in the clin-
ical, education, and work fields.

Still in France, Garcia became acquainted with
the work of Jacques Lacan (1901–1981), attend-
ing the psychoanalyst’s seminars in the Hôpital
Saint’Anne, in Paris. As a student, he was part of
the directing team of the GEPUP (Groupe
d’Études de Psychologie de l’Université de
Paris) (University of Paris Study Group on Psy-
chology) and collaborated in the publication of the
Lacanian seminars in the Bulletin de Psychologie,
a periodical published by the organization. Inter-
est in the work of Jacques Lacan was related to the
psychosocial reading in psychoanalysis. For
Garcia, this clinical approach meant that, for the
research in social psychology and psychoanalysis,
it was necessary to focus on the singular and
historical experience of the group, and of the sub-
jects inside the group. In a manuscript of 2001,
Garcia referred to Lacan’s approach as an exercise
in research into the relationships between the
unconscious, language, and the relationships of
alterity, singling out freedom of thought and the
linguistic and theoretical innovations introduced
by the author in the debate between phenomenol-
ogy, existentialism, and structuralism that occu-
pied the intellectual milieu in France, in the 1950s
and 1960s (Garcia, 2001).
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Returning to Brazil, in 1960, Célio Garcia
undertook research into education for health at
the Ministry of Health’s National Department of
Endemic Rural Diseases, in Rio de Janeiro. Also
in Rio, in 1960, he married the social assistant
Angelina Leite Ribeiro (1933–2021). In 1962, at
the invitation of the psychologist Pierre Weil
(1924–2008), he transferred to Belo Horizonte to
operate as a specialist in group dynamics and
development in human relationships in the
pioneering service then established at the Banco
da Lavoura’s Orientation and Training Depart-
ment. At this time, he and his colleagues devel-
oped psychosocial methods of work with small
groups based on North American contributions in
social psychology , as well as European, inspired
by the socioanalysis of Jean Stoetzel (1910–1987)
and of other French psychosociologists, as a con-
tribution to the work of psychosocial intervention
in commercial and industrial institutions and
social organizations (Garcia, 1967).

In 1964, he was invited to set up the discipline
of social psychology in the psychology program,
started in 1962, at the Faculty of Philosophy of the
University of Minas Gerais (currently the Federal
University of Minas Gerais). In this position, he
got together a group of professors and students
who, under his leadership, constituted the Social
Psychology Sector, focused on activities in the
area with a clinical, socioanalytic tendency,
deeply committed to the social and political rele-
vance of their activities in psychosociology. The
Social Psychology Sector then started to under-
take works of formation in group dynamics, in
psychosociological intervention, and in institu-
tional analysis in groups, organizations, and social
institutions.

Between 1967 and 1975, he organized a pro-
gram of academic and scientific cooperation
financed by the cultural service of the French
Embassy in Brazil. Under this program, Profes-
sors Max Pagès (1926–2018), André Lévy (1925–
. . .), Georges Lapassade (1924–2008), Pierre
Fédida (1934–2002), from the university of
Paris, and Michel Foucault (1926–1984), from
the Collège de France, visited the UFMG on
cultural missions, the first four specialists in social
psychology, the last two working at the interface

of Psychology and Philosophy. The 1972 visit of
Georges Lapassade and his proposal of the insti-
tutional analysis approach to the study and inter-
vention on social groups in organizations and
communities are documented in a publication of
the Revista de Cultura Vozes in 2008, a
coauthorship by Celio Garcia, Marco Aurélio
Luz, Chaim Katz, and Georges Lapassade.

Garcia’s first publications dealt with the social
psychological interventions in small groups and
mathematical models for the human sciences
(Garcia, 1967). In his doctoral dissertation,
defended at the Universidade Federal de Minas
Gerais in 1965, he presented a research on the
relationships between group processes and
institutional politics. The focus was on the
question of thinking to what degree work with
groups inserted in institutions should be
analyzed not only at the level of interpersonal,
but also at the level of sociopolitical and institu-
tional relationships.

In the beginning of the 1970s, the dialogue
with René Lourau and Georges Lapassade’s insti-
tutional analysis is already present, combined
with the psychoanalytical approach. At this time,
Garcia advanced his studies on psychoanalysis,
especially in the reading of Jacques Lacan and
the sciences of language, continuing with reflec-
tions on the socio-ideological dimension of the
subject. Between 1975 and 1977, he undertook
internships as Visiting Scholar at Harvard Univer-
sity and the University of California at Berkeley,
in the United States of America, with a scholar-
ship from the Fulbright Foundation, at the invita-
tion of the social psychologist Herbert Kelman
(1927–. . .) and of the linguist and specialist in
the sciences of cognition Georges Lakoff
(1941–. . .). During his stay in Boston, he
attended the seminars of the linguist Noam
Chomsky (1928–. . .) at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT), whose theory of
generative grammar had interested him since
his student days (Garcia, 2001). At this time,
he was interested in the relationships between
language, speech, and the social, as expressed in
publications in Kriterion, the periodical of the
School of Philosophy and Human Sciences at
UFMG (Garcia et al., 1978).
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In the 1980s, he wrote on basic concepts of
psychoanalysis in the periodical Cadernos de
Psicologia, edited by the Psychology Department
of the UFMG (Garcia, 1985, 1987). At this time,
he took up again the theoretical modeling in the
human sciences, working on a new scientific par-
adigm together with an interdisciplinary group of
scholars interested in the proposal of Humberto
Maturana (1928–2021), Henri Atlan (1931–. . .),
and Ilya Prigogine (1917–2003). The project was
to deal with scientific research in human sciences,
in the sciences of life, and in the exact sciences
starting from the theory of autonomous systems,
of autopoiesis, and of complexity, emphasizing
the creative nature of active structures, and the
power of the event, of chance, and of the histori-
cal. The discovery of the impact of these historical
events on the subject, for him, would be the true
purpose of the clinical psychoanalysis of
Lacanian inspiration. He also became acquainted
with the contribution of Alain Badiou (1937–. . .)
to the contemporary developments of Lacan’s
proposal, which resulted in another series of
works.

From the 1990s onward, he advanced the study
of the relations between psychoanalysis, politics,
and logic and consolidated the investigations into
his proposal of practice in mental health, called by
him the “clinical treatment of the social.” This
perspective of clinical work, studying closely the
subjectivity of each one within the social context,
was thought of as a device-program that, mapping
the different competencies of the subjects as citi-
zens, creates always renewed instruments for
thinking and making others think about the real,
focusing on the creativity and innovation of each
participant. In this program, subjects are consid-
ered in their singularity, their capacity for creating
new social ties. The proposal developed into a
similar project in the ambit of psychoanalysis
and education that resulted in an important work,
published in 1998, that became a reference in
this area.

Célio Garcia’s works, cited here, inspired var-
ious Master’s theses and Doctoral dissertations,
oriented by him in the postgraduate programs in
linguistics, political science, philosophy, and psy-
chology, all in the Universidade Federal de Minas

Gerais. Throughout his life, the author dedicated
himself intensely to clinical work in psychoanal-
ysis. During the 1960s, he was a member of the
Psychoanalytical Society of Paris; in the 1970s, he
was a member of the Psychoanalytical Circle of
Minas Gerais; and from 1995 onward, he was a
member of the Brazilian School of Psychoanaly-
sis (Escola Brasileira de Psicanálise) and of the
Institute of Psychoanalysis and Mental Health of
Minas Gerais, in the founding of which he partic-
ipated. Both institutions, which follow the
Lacanian line, are connected to theWorld Psycho-
analysis Association that was founded in Buenos
Aires in 1993.

Throughout his career, Garcia was the analyst
and supervisor of numerous psychoanalysts and
dedicated himself to the activities of applying the
knowledge of psychoanalysis in various fields,
such as law, medicine, and education. Since the
1970s, he worked as institutional supervisor in
public psychiatric hospitals, such as the Galba
Veloso Hospital and the Raul Soares Institute,
and gave strong support to psychiatric reform,
supervising the activities of various Psychosocial
Attention Centres and Reference Centres in Men-
tal Health in Belo Horizonte, Brazil.

After his retirement as a professor, he dedi-
cated himself full-time to psychoanalytical clin-
ical work and to the guidance of psychoanalysts
under training in his own consultancy, promoting
seminars and the discussion of the latest trends in
psychoanalysis and its relationships to juridical
psychology, psychiatry, and law. On 22 August
2011, Garcia was awarded the title of Professor
Emeritus of the Faculty of Philosophy and
Human Sciences at the Universidade Federal de
Minas Gerais for his original and consistent
activities as a professor, researcher, and in the
training of professionals in the promotion of
mental health.

The originality, capacity for theoretical and
technical innovation, and the contemporaneity of
Célio Garcia’s proposals continue to inspire
teachers and researchers in the areas of psychol-
ogy, social psychology, and psychoanalysis. After
his death, a book was published in June 2021 in
his honor, with the participation of several col-
leagues and students (Campos, 2021). A website

Garcia, Célio 3



dedicated to his works can be accessed in https://
celiogarciaoficial.com.br/
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